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Abstract

This study examined whether the Japanese media provided the
public with directional information when reporting the CO-
VID-19 outbreak. Article headlines on COVID-19 from January
15, 2020, to October 4, 2021, were collected from five media
sources. The results showed that the media were inconsistent
in their aggregation methods and comparison criteria between
increasing and decreasing periods and framed the spread of CO-
VID-19 with a bias toward the increasing period. In addition,
media reports on infectious disease patients were more likely to
be subject to frame manipulation than media reports on severe
cases or deaths. Previous research on the framing effect on deci-
sion-making suggested that this news coverage trend may guide

public decision-making in a particular direction.
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