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Abstract

When a large-scale disaster occurs, municipalities must first im-
plement emergency response. If huge damage is expected, coun-
try will embark on support, such as dispatching rescue agencies
promptly. On the other hand, prefectures are required to play
a major role in supporting and supplementing municipalities,

wide-area coordination, and coordinating communications with

country etc. The role of prefectures has been gradually expanded
along with the reform of legal system based on experiences such
as the Great East Japan Earthquake. However, based on the re-
cent lessons on disaster response, it is required to respond more
quickly and accurately by closely cooperation municipalities,
prefectures, country, and disaster prevention related organiza-
tions. For this reason, it is considered that there remain matters
for which it is desirable to strengthen the responsibility and
authority of prefectures. The purpose of this paper is to clarify
the remaining institutional issues and the direction of improve-
ment. In this paper, we first summarize the role of prefectures in
the Disaster Countermeasures Basic Act, and outline the recent
discussions on the role of prefectures. Next, we examine the
process of initial response in recent large-scale disasters, such
as the Great East Japan Earthquake, from a practical point of
view, and point out the current situation and problems regarding
the three roles of prefectures. The three roles are (1) support for
disaster prevention activities of municipalities, (2) coordination
with disaster prevention related organizations within prefectures,
and (3) construction of acceptance system for rescue agencies.
Then, we will identify institutional issues for problem solving
and seek directions for improvement.

(%

2201946 3 H ZE 2019412 12 H)

Policy and Practice Studies, Volume 5, Number 2, 2019






