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Abstract

In Japan, public works have been fiercely criticized in public
opinion. Although some researches assumed the reasons,
however, few of them were from historical and folkloric
aspects. In this study, we set a hypothesis that the “uncleanness
against Doboku (civil engineering)” has germinated in Japanese
people’s mind since ancient times, and surveyed the negative
subconscious against Doboku through historical literatures about
ethnical practices. As a result, we found descriptions interpreted
as match to the hypothesis. It is suggested that the historical
facts match the interpretation that the “uncleanness against

Doboku” formed the history that discriminated people with
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shamanic power, such as “Kawaramono”, performed public
works, the folklore that people spiritually and emotionally
evaded against Doboku, and consequently the folkloric reason

of present fierce critics against Doboku.
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