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Abstract

This paper examined two mutually competing hypotheses
on the relationship between nationalism and civil society
in order to explore the condition under which a sense of
communities producing a vitality driving community practices
at various levels is promoted. The first hypothesis, which was
developed from Hegel’s theory of civil society, supposes a
mutually dependent relationship between nationalism and
civil society: the stronger (weaker) nationalism, the stronger

(weaker) civil society and vice versa. In contrast, the second
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hypothesis supposes a mutually substitute relationship:
the stronger (weaker) nationalism, the weaker (stronger)
civil society and vice versa. To test these hypotheses we
conducted a survey where participants (n = 100) were asked
to respond to measurements for a sense of four communities
(family, organization, region, and state). All the items for the
measurements were developed based on Hegel’s descriptions
about community spirits. The results from the analysis of
structural equation models gave supports to the interdependent
relationship hypothesis. It was further suggested that a sense
of communities consisted of two factors, each associated with

bridging and bonding social capital.
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